
 

 

WEYMOUTH TOWNSHIP 
ATLANTIC COUNTY 

NEW JERSEY 
 

ORDINANCE NO.  530-2014 
 

AN ORDINANCE CREATING A FIRE DISTRICT WITHIN THE TOWNSHIP OF 
WEYMOUTH PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:14-70 ET SEQ. 

 
WHEREAS, the Dorothy Volunteer Fire Company currently provides all fire prevention, 
ambulance and EMS-related services to the Township of Weymouth; and 

WHEREAS, the revenues, equipment, manpower and other resources of the Dorothy Volunteer 
Fire Company are no longer sufficient for it to continue to be the sole entity providing fire 
prevention services to the Township of Weymouth; and 

WHEREAS, an informational public hearing was conducted on February 12, 2013 in order for 
the Township Committee, the residents of the Township of Weymouth, and the public at large 
to ascertain and consider the wide-ranging impact that the creation of a Fire District would have 
on the residents of the Township of Weymouth; and 

WHEREAS, the New Jersey Local Finance Board has approved of the creation of a Fire District 
to serve the Township of Weymouth via Resolution dated June 11, 2014 following public 
hearings on the creation of said Fire District on May 14, 2014 and June 11, 2014 in accordance 
with N.J.S.A. 40A:5A-4. 

WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Weymouth, Atlantic County, is of the 
opinion that the public interest and the Township of Weymouth as a whole will be best served 
by the creation of a Fire District to provide fire prevention services within the Township of 
Weymouth pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:14-70 et seq., which will co-exist with the 
Dorothy Volunteer Fire Company to provide fire prevention services to the residents of the 
Township of Weymouth; 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Township Committee of the Township 
of Weymouth in the County of Atlantic, State of New Jersey, as follows: 

§ 1. District created. 

There is hereby created in the Township of Weymouth a single fire district to be 
hereinafter known and designated as "Fire District of the Township of Weymouth, 
Atlantic County" pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:14-70 et seq., and the 
various amendments and supplements thereto. 

§ 2. Boundary.  

The geographic boundary of said Fire District shall be identical with the geographic 
boundary of the Township of Weymouth as now established or hereafter changed. 

§ 3. Raising of funds; election of Board of Fire Commissioners.  

Pursuant to the statutes of the State of New Jersey in such case made and provided, the 
legal voters of the respective Fire District aforesaid shall by ballot determine the amount 
of money to be raised for the ensuing year, and elect in said Fire District a Board of Fire 
Commissioners to consist of five persons in accordance with the provision of the said 
statutes. 



§ 4. Duties of Board of Fire Commissioners.  

The said Board of Fire Commissioners shall be responsible for the administration of the 
Fire District pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:14-70 et seq., in such case made 
and provided. 

§ 5. Procedure for nomination and election.  

The nomination of Commissioners by verified petition; the form and content of the said 
petitions, the candidates' consent, the verification of each nominating petition and the 
time for filing the said nominating petitions; the order of names and content of the 
ballot and the printing thereof; the furnishing of poll books; the advertisement of the 
notice of election; the appointment of two tellers in each polling place; and the 
canvassing of the votes cast shall be governed by any and all provisions of N.J.S.A. 
40A:14-70 et seq. 

§ 6. Time and place of election.  

On a date in 2014 to be set by a future resolution of the Weymouth Township 
Committee, the legal voters shall appear at the Dorothy Volunteer Fire House in the 
Township of Weymouth at which time they shall elect an initial Board of Fire 
Commissioners consisting of five persons resident in such District.  Thereafter, pursuant 
to N.J.S.A. 40A:14-70 et seq., the annual election of the Board of Fire Commissioners (the 
“Board”) shall be held on the third Saturday in February between the hours of 2:00 p.m. 
and 9:00 p.m.  The hours for the annual election may be extended, but not reduced, by 
the Board of Fire Commissioners at its discretion.  At the annual election, Fire 
Commissioners shall be elected and Fire District appropriation questions or other 
public questions relating to the Fire District may be placed on the ballot. 

§ 7. Chairman of Board; terms of office.  

 At the first meeting of the initially elected Board, the Board shall choose a Chairman of 
the Board. The members of the initially elected Board shall, at the first meeting of the 
Board, divide themselves by lot into three classes: The first shall consist of two members 
who shall serve for terms of one year; the second shall consist of two members who shall 
serve for terms of two years; and the third shall consist of one member who shall serve 
for a term of three years. Upon the expiration of the respective initial terms, their 
successors shall be elected for terms of three years. 

§ 8.Board vacancies.  

 Any vacancy upon the Board shall be filled by the remaining members of the Board until 
the next succeeding annual election, at which election a person shall be elected for the 
unexpired term. 

§ 9. Commencement of initial terms.  

Persons elected to the initial Board shall assume the responsibilities of their elected 
offices on a date to be specified by a resolution of the Township Committee. 

§ 10. Voting upon budget.  

      At the election held annually for the election of members of the Board, the voters shall 
vote upon the budget proposed by the Board for the ensuing year and such other 
matters as may be required pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:14-70 et seq. 

 

 



§ 11. Notice of election.  

The Township Clerk shall cause a further notice of the holding of the initial election and 
of the annual elections to be published at least once, not later than 10 days prior thereto, 
in a newspaper circulating in the Township. 

§ 12. Conduct of balloting.  

Before the opening of the polls, a public proclamation shall be made by the Township 
Clerk as to the initial election of the Board, and by the Chairman or the Clerk of the 
Board as to each subsequent annual election, or his or their representative, as to the 
purpose of the voting. Two tellers for each polling place shall be appointed by the 
Township Clerk for the initial election of the Board and by the Chairman or Clerk of the 
Board for each subsequent annual election, and there upon the polls shall be opened and 
the balloting shall continue without recess until the closing of the polls. Immediately 
after the close of the polls, the Clerk and tellers shall forthwith canvass the votes and 
certify the results. The Clerk shall publicly announce the results. 

§ 13. Assessment and collection of money for the Board. 

(1) The Board shall certify the amount of money voted at the annual Fire District 
budget hearing to the Township Assessor, who shall assess the amount thereof 
against the taxable property in the same manner as municipal taxes are assessed, 
and the amount shall be assessed, levied and collected at the same time and in the 
same manner as other municipal taxes. 

(2) The Fire District shall be considered an “appropriate taxing authority” for the 
purpose of the Township’s imposition of municipal service fees on manufactured 
homes installed in a mobile home park pursuant to N.J.S.A. 54:4-1.6 and Article IV 
of Chapter 173 of the Code of the Township of Weymouth. 

(3) The Township Tax Collector shall pay over all moneys so assessed to the Treasurer 
or Custodian of Funds of the Board in the following manner:  1/4 on or before  the 
15th of February in the year for which such taxes are levied, ¼ on or before the 15th 
of May in the year for which taxes are levied, ¼ on or before the 15th of August in 
the year for which taxes are levied and the final ¼ on or before the 15th of 
November in the year for which taxes are levied, to be held and expended for the 
purpose of providing and maintaining means for extinguishing fires in the 
Township. 

(4) The Board may also pay back or cause to be paid back to the Township any funds 
or any part thereof paid to the Treasurer or Custodian of Funds of the Board by the 
Collector of Taxes or the Township Treasurer representing taxes levied for fire 
district purposes but not actually collected in cash by the Township Tax Collector. 

§ 14. Additional officers.  

  The Board shall designate, from among its members, a Vice-Chairman, Secretary and a 
 Treasurer for terms of office of one year. 

§ 15. Compensation of Board.  

  Members of the Board shall serve on a volunteer basis absent salaries, benefits or other   
 forms of direct or indirect compensation of any kind. 

§ 16. Powers of Board. 

The Members of the Board shall have the powers, duties and functions within the Fire 
District to the same extent granted to municipalities by Laws of the State of New Jersey, 



relating to the prevention and extinguishment of fires and the regulation of fire hazards.  
Nothing contained herein shall be deemed to affect the powers, duties and functions of 
the State Department of Environmental Protection pertaining to forest fire services.  All 
powers, duties and functions of the Board of Fire Commissioners shall follow the 
provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:14-70 et seq. 

§ 17.  Fire District Paid Positions; establishment; resolution; procedure for passage; 
publication. 

(1)The commissioners of the Fire District may, by resolution, establish paid positions 
within the Fire District, as such position shall be determined by the commissioners to be 
required for the purposes of the Fire District. The commissioners shall, by resolution, 
appoint persons to, determine the terms of, fix the compensation for, and prescribe the 
powers, functions and duties of all paid positions so established. For the purposes of 
this section, a paid position shall mean any position for which any compensation is 
provided by the fire district other than reimbursement for expenses and losses actually 
incurred in the performance of duties. No commissioner may fill or occupy any paid 
position whatsoever within the Fire District pursuant to §16 of this Ordinance. 

(2) Every resolution proposed pursuant to subsection 1 of this section, after being 
introduced and having passed a first reading, which may be by title, shall be published 
in full at least once in a newspaper having substantial circulation in the Fire District, 
together with a notice of the introduction thereof and the time and place when and 
where it will be considered for final passage. Such publication shall appear at least 1 
week prior to the time fixed for further consideration for final passage. 
 
(3) At the time and place stated in the publication, or at any time and place to which the 
meeting for the further consideration of the resolution shall from time to time be 
adjourned, all persons interested shall be given an opportunity to be heard concerning 
the resolution. The opportunity to be heard shall include the right to ask pertinent 
questions concerning the resolution by any resident of the Fire District or by any other 
person affected by the resolution. Final passage of the resolution shall be at least 10 
days after the first reading. 
 
(4) Upon the opening of the hearing, the resolution shall be given a second reading, 
which may be by title, and may thereafter be passed with or without amendment, or 
rejected. At least 1 week prior to second reading, a copy of the resolution shall be 
posted in such public place as notices are usually posted in the district, and copies shall 
be made available to each person requesting a copy during said week and during the 
hearing. No amendment to such resolution shall be adopted, unless such amendment is 
presented in written form to the fire commissioners and copies made available to each 
person requesting a copy at the meeting at which the amendment is considered. 
 
(5) Upon passage, every such resolution, or the title, together with a notice of the date of 
passage or approval, or both, shall be published at least once in a newspaper having 
substantial circulation in the fire district. 
 

§ 18. Dorothy Volunteer Fire Company. 

The Board shall contract with the Dorothy Volunteer Fire Company for the purposes of 
providing fire protection and EMS services within the Fire District upon those terms 
and conditions that shall be deemed proper by the Board and the Dorothy Volunteer 



Fire Company.  The terms and conditions of any contract between the Board and the 
Dorothy Volunteer Fire Company shall be reviewed and approved by the State Division 
of Local Government Services prior to taking effect.  The members of the Dorothy 
Volunteer Fire Company shall be under the supervision and control of the Board when 
performing fire prevention services and duties pursuant to a contact with the Board and 
shall be deemed to be exercising a governmental function. 

 

§ 19. Severability. 

If any Article, section, subdivision, sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance shall be 
held to be invalid for any reason, such decision shall not affect the remaining portions 
of this Ordinance. 

  

§ 20. Repealer; Exception. 

All Ordinances or parts thereof or Resolutions inconsistent with the provisions of this 
Ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of their inconsistency.  Nothing in this 
Ordinance, however, shall affect the rights and tenure of any elected official.  

 

§ 21. When Effective.  

This Ordinance shall take effect immediately following its advertisement, public 
hearing and adoption in accordance with the manner prescribed by law. 

 

 
WEYMOUTH TOWNSHIP 
 
BY  _____________________________________ 
       Kenneth Haeser, Mayor 
 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE FOREGOING ORDINANCE WAS INTRODUCED AT 
A REGULAR MEETING OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF 
WEYMOUTH, IN THE COUNTY OF ATLANTIC, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, HELD ON JULY 
16, 2014.  IT WAS ADVERTISED AND SCHEDULED FOR A SECOND READING AND 
PUBLIC HEARING WHICH WAS HELD ON AUGUST 6, 2014.  IT WAS THEN FINALLY 
ADOPTED AT THE WEYMOUTH TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 
SEPTEMBER 17, 2014. 
 
 
Attest:  ___________________________________ 
              Bonnie S. Yearsley, CMC 
              Township Clerk 
 
Date:  September 17, 2014 
 


